Evidence for a LPS-binding protein in medfly hemocyte surface: mediation in LPS internalization but not in LPS signaling.
A doublet of medfly hemocyte proteins with a molecular mass of about 55 and 50 kDa were precipitated with LPS. Antibodies raised against human CD14 recognize the same doublet of proteins. These results support that mammalian CD14 and the doublet of protein bands in medfly hemocytes share common epitopes. This doublet of protein bands is released from hemocytes upon LPS triggering. A portion of the released protein is clustered on the surface of a distinct hemocyte type and the other remains soluble. The membrane-bound LPS-binding protein is involved in LPS internalization and Escherichia coli phagocytosis but not in LPS signaling.